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Dear Parents and Friends

St Patrick’s Day this week always brings
a mixture of religion and excitement and
fun to many people. For folk of Irish

descent, Patrick is their Patron Saint,
while for Roman Catholics, St Patrick is
“The Apostle of Ireland”. Protestants,

and all Christians, can rejoice in Patrick,
for he was a great servant of the Living
God, who, as the old prayer says,
“Brought light to those who sat in

darkness and the knowledge of the truth
to those who were in ignorance and fear”.

Patrick was born in Britain perhaps a
little before the year 400AD, (or as late as
430!") and died somewhere between 460
and 490. We can't know for sure. Until

16 years old he lived a civilised and

comfortable life in the style of the late

Roman Britain, when he was taken

captive by pirates, and sold as a slave in
Ireland.

The next years of his life are obscure, but
he tells us he lived in extreme poverty,

hunger, cold, and hard living conditions.

As a boy he seems to have shown no
interest in the things of God, but in his

trouble, Patrick turned to the Lord he had
learned about from his Christian parents.
He became a man of earnest prayer.
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After some years he received a message
that he was to escape, which in a rather
miraculous way he was able to do. Back
in Britain he met his kinsfolk, and began
to study for the Christian ministry.
During these years he came to know the
Latin Bible intimately.

He felt God’s call to return to the place of
his earlier misery, and was appointed
Bishop of Ireland by his senders. He
spent the rest of his life in Ireland,
evangelising, making peace among local
chieftains, educating their sons, and
training other clergy. He worried for his
adopted people. He laboured for
improved treatment for women and
children. He was successful during his
lifetime, or soon after it, in halting the
Irish slave trade, in virtually stopping
inter-tribal wars, and so identifying with
the people, that the Christian virtues of
love and mercy began to find their way
into the society. The monasteries Patrick
began hold an important place in the
preservation of ancient manuscripts and
books, and began a strand of scholarship
that eventually influenced much of
Europe.
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Patrick is part of the Christian heritage of
us all. Catholics do well to remember his
spiritual contribution, and to give thanks
to God for him. We need new Patricks
today, and this ancient Christian on the
frontiers of the world deserved our
attention. We close with some words for
reflection, ascribed to Patrick

(abbreviated).

| arise today
Through a mighty strength, the
invocation of the Trinity.

| arise today
Through the strength of Christ’s birth
and baptism,
Through the strength of his crucifixion
and burial,
Through the strength of his resurrection
with his ascension.

| arise today
Through God’s strength to pilot me
God’s might to uphold me,
God’s wisdom to guide me
God’s eye to look before me,
God’s hand to guard me
From snares of devils
From temptations of vices
From everyone who shall wish me ill
Afar and near
Alone and in multitude.

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ
behind me,
Christ on my right and Christ on my left,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ
above me.
Patrick’s devotion might well be ours. It's
a bit late to wish you a happy St Patrick’s
Day, but | do hope you had one!

Yours sincerely
Neil Benfell.

Prayer for Christopher Horsfall as
he competes today in the single
skulls event at the Victorian State
Secondary School Association in
Geelong

Pray for a happy end to the
Japanese visit and for a safe trip
home for them

Pray for help in the building plans
being made

Pray for all our children

The Used Uniform Shop will be open:

Mondays 3:00-3.30pm
Thursdays 8:30-9:00am.

The New Uniform Shop will be open:
Fridays 3:00-4:00pm

You are also welcome to complete a new
uniform order, available at the front

office, and collect your order at a later
date.

Thank you to the families who continue
to donate items or use the “sell-on-behalf-
of” system, particularly where uniform
items are appropriately presented for re-
sale — clean, pressed, in good repair &
names removed etc.

As in the past, any “sell-on-behalf-of”
uniform items that are considered
inappropriate for re-sale due to stains,
excessive wear or damage will be
respectfully returned.

Thank you for your help.
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This coming Tuesday, 24 March
students from Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2
will be participating in a morning of
Road Safety. Our students will be bussed
to and from this free event, held at the
ARC on Caramut Road. Pleasend a
snack and drink (in a refillable drink
bottle) and note that these classes will not
have sport on Tuesday and aeguired

to wear full school uniform on this day.

Congratulations to the team of 15
Primary swimmers who did so well at
Portland for the Interschool Swimming
Carnival on Tuesday fOMarch. Thank
you to the competitors for their wonderful
effort and for representing King’'s
College so ably. Thank you also to the
parents for providing transport and
encouragement.

Three of our team, Ashwynn Samrai,
Jordan Walters and Amelia Brooks

Prep Mitzi Adamson
Poppy Keane
Grl Elise Drake
Aiden Matthews
Gr2 Matthew Whelan
Reuben Gleeson
Gr3 Jonathan Rycken
Cameron Vince
Gr 3/4 Matthew Tracey
Clare MciIntosh
Gr 4/5 Jane Paton
Lyndon Hurley
Gr 5/6 Jerome Speed
Jeremiah Gale
Gr6 Laura Hill
Sarah Cauvill

qualified for the Regional Swimming
Championships in Geelong tomorrow,
Friday 20" March.

Miss Carin Hooke will accompany our
swimmers and we wish them every
success.

The King's College primary athletics
carnival will be held over two morning
sessions. On Tuesday"2#arch Grade
3-6 students will rotate through the field
events. On Thursday 96March Grade
Prep-2 students will run 60m and 100 m
races and then the Grade 3-6 students will
compete in the 100m, 800, and 1500m
events. We will need a large number of
volunteers who are willing and able to
help out as officials and to otherwise
assist in the smooth running of the day.
Please contact Carin Hooke if you are
able to lend a hand.

Being a little ray of sunshine in our classroom
Able to work independently and being responsible
Her cheerful smile and beautiful manners

More detail in his work

Being a wonderful classroom helper

Working very hard in class

Making huge efforts to improve his spelling

Being very cooperative in Phys. Ed

For sensible behaviour and improving work habits
For excellent work and attitude

Being enthusiastic and a good sport

Best effort with his work and being a friend

A wonderful book review — Well done!

A wonderful book review — Well done!

Excellent standard in mapping the world
Excellent standard in mapping the world
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On Tuesday this week, the school
received a visit from Darren Milburn and

Scott Simpson from the Geelong Football
Club. Our guests spoke to the Grade 3-6
students about their role and

responsibilities before taking questions
and helping conduct a brief clinic on the

primary oval. The students very much

enjoyed and appreciated the opportunity
to spend time with these elite level

sportsmen.

One sheet containing some foundational
LEM spelling rules has been made
available from the front office. This
information has been provided as a result
of feedback received at the recent LEM
Phonics information night.

The Auskick program will once again be
held this year at King’s College. The first
session and registration night will be
Friday 24" April and then sessions will

be held on every Friday of Term 2 at
3:30-4:45pm. The final session will be
held on 28 June.

Further information will be sent to

students via the class bags soon.

Free clarinet, saxophone, trombone,
flute and trumpet lessons*

Friday nights
6:30-7:30pm

Warrnambool City Band Hall,
Kepler Street

Fees: $10 per term
(proceeds go towards end of
year function for students)

Contact Emily Gall AH 0447 281 520 ar
Zac Wills AH 0413 480 294

* Instruments are not supplied.

Needed: One parent to come to the home
economics room to clean one hour per
week on a Monday or Tuesday. Al
cleaning supplies are provided. Please
see Corinne Dickinson if you can help.
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