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KING'S COLLEGE

NEWSLETTER
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Dear Parents & Friends 

Parents and teachers have a lot in common 
as we work with children and young 
people.  We all want to see the same 
outcomes – children developing their 
abilities steadily, and learning to meet life’s 
challenges.  We want to see them grow 
academically as well as spiritually.  We 
like to see them achieve in sport or music 
or art, and we want them to find some 
happiness and contentment with 
friendships and in the wider social 
environment of their school, clubs, church 
etc.  Above all we want them to grow 
toward becoming individuals with strong 
character, adopting sound values for life 
that are well grounded in personal 
convictions.  At school we help students 
think through all sorts of social and 
personal issues, within a Christian context 
that places a high premium on respect, 
tolerance and love and forgiveness. 

The ‘love’ word is less used now in school 
contexts than was the case not long ago.  
As the pace of life has sped up, and the 
relentless drive for nothing but ‘success’ 
and the main chance has taken over 
society, love has become a poor cousin!  
What a pity!   

 
A loss of love from education turns the 
learning process into an impersonal 
achievement race, or a discouraging chore 
for the students who experience it.  There 
is clear and disastrous evidence that a loss 
of love is also happening in many families 
in society, with abuse increasing so much.  
Now you might say, ‘We expect teachers to 
teach our children, not love them’!  So we 
ask, is there a divide here?  Must we have 
one but not the other? 

I see a great deal of love in the school.  I 
see staff taking children to their hearts, or 
grieving over some of the issues children 
face, and teachers who empathise with 
young people in their struggles in a way 
that brings the teacher to the verge of tears.  
(But we’re not supposed to show that.)  I 
see teachers in school and after, putting in 
the hard yards to overcome problems and 
work through tough relationship issues that 
are dogging students. 

There’s an important principle involved 
here.  The Apostle Paul wrote about it to 
his young student Timothy, when he 
encouraged him that as Timothy taught 
others, he would not only give out the 
teaching, but also give out ‘his own self’.   
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In other words, real personal engagement. 
With our youngsters, this rapport is one of 
the ways we get across to the kids – and 
whether we are teachers or parents this is 
so.  Distant teaching is as undesirable as 
distant parenting – we know instinctively 
that is not the way a mentor-learner 
relationship ought to be. 

Love and firmness are not incompatible.  In 
fact love without firmness from the mentor 
is completely misleading to the recipient.  
Such love is easily interpreted as weakness 
or as a personal desire to be liked and 
accepted, that springs not from sincere 
motives, but from an essentially selfish 
desire on the part of the one showing the 
love.  In this interpretation, the love giver 
invites rejection and disappointment.  God 
himself is said in Scripture to be the 
essence of love (God is love – 1 John 4:8), 
yet he is also said to firmly discipline all 
his children (Hebrews 12:5-11).  In fact, 
the argument goes that if God failed to 
discipline his own children, they would be 
worse off than the children of any normal 
caring father!   

For those of us who believe this truth as 
parents and teachers, we have to work at 
present in the centre of a whirlpool of 
foolish and short-sighted ‘expert’ opinion, 
which in its blindness ends up pitting real 
love against firmness.  We shouldn’t wear 
such rubbish.  Love, tears and prayers from 
parents and teachers will likely go 
unrequited, without also firm resolve by us 
all to stand against the spirit of the age with 
its passion for irresponsible indulgence of 
every whim.  Our guidance in these matters 
so close to our hearts and homes, comes 
from a firm and loving source. 

Yours sincerely 
Neil Benfell 
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·  Give thanks for our area being 

delivered from the worst scourges 
of the fires. 

·  Pray for the progress of love in our 
school. 

·  Ask guidance for the School 
Council with many important 
matters needing quick decisions. 

·  Pray for the Parents’ Club leaders 
as they plan activities for the year. 
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Just a word of explanation regarding the 
school closure on Tuesday.  Several 
factors lead to this decision.  First was the 
information we received, after 2.00pm, 
that many schools in the country area 
around Warrnambool were to be closed.  
Very late in the day (around 3.00pm!), we 
were advised that the country buses 
would not be running either. 

That meant country parents would be in 
the position of feeling they may need to 
run their children to King’s in the car – 
surely not a good position to be in when 
the schools in their locality had been 
closed by the authorities because of fire 
risk.  By 3.00pm, we were advised that a 
decision had not yet been made as to 
whether other schools in the city would 
close.  On top of that came the emergency 
email from the Police, emphasising the 
serious worries of the authorities.  With 
all this, and the fact that our school is 
surrounded on two sides by long dry 
grass, we took the decision to close, in 
the interests of all our families and their 
children.  We naturally regret the 
inconvenience this caused to some 
families. 
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One important matter on 
the agenda is a sharing of 

details about the 
Commonwealth’s 

Building Education 
Revolution.   The School 
stands to benefit by up to 
$2,000,000 for needed 

building projects.   

You are warmly invited 
to attend and hear about 

the requirements and 
hopes, and give us the 

benefit of your 
consultation about how 

best to benefit our 
students now and for the 

future. 
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We invite you to join with us on Monday 
mornings at our school prayer meeting.  
Feel free to come and go as you are able 
between 9.00 and 9.30am, as we commit 
our school, students, staff and families to 
God in prayer. 
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Please note that the New Uniform Shop 
will not be open this Friday (tomorrow). 

You are also welcome to complete a new 
uniform order, available at the front 
office, and collect your order at a later 
date. 
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Please note the change of date for LEM 
Phonics information evening.  The 
information evening will now be held on 
Wednesday 11th March at 7:30pm in the 
Pentagon.  If you are wondering what 
LEM Phonics is all about and how you 
can help your child with this program, we 
invite you to attend this session. 
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One of our students has lost a red and 
black scooter.  If anyone knows where 
this is please see the front office.   
Thank you. 
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Issue 2 of the Scholastic Book Orders 
were handed out yesterday.  All orders for 
this issue are due on Friday March 13 th.  
Please mark orders as “Scholastic Book 
Club” clearly on the envelope when 
submitting. 
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Any students interested in participating in 
the upcoming competitions please contact 
Kim Smith for further information on 
5593 9274. 
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The first Parents’ Club meeting will be 
held next Tuesday 10th March in the staff 
room, commencing at 7:30pm.  A number 
of issues will be discussed including the 
new canteen menu, teachers’ wish list 
2009, and proposed building works for 
King’s College.  All parents are invited to 
attend.  Refreshments will be served.  
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Prep Jesse Farley 

Emily Johnstone 
For a fantastic ‘shapes’ picture 
 

Gr 1 Hope Baker 
Amy McEachern 
Bailey Harris 

Making a wonderful book 
Her lovely neat work 
Neat and accurate work 

Gr 2 Tommy Fletcher 
Joseph Brown 

Caring for others 
 

Gr 3 Abbie Hayward 
Jonas Welsh 

Putting a huge effort into her bookwork 
Always being happy. ‘A happy heart is good medicine.’ 

Gr 3/4 Lily Weise 
Micah Drake 

Excellent work and behaviour 
 

Gr 4/5 Sean Evans 
Emma Askew 

Using good manners & speaking clearly in class 
Settling in so well at her new school & making friends 

Gr 5/6 Anna Carlsson 
Giorgina Maxwell 

Her beautiful art work 
Very efficient work habits 

Gr 6Z Elise McKinnon 
Isaac Johnston 

Excellent comprehension exercise 
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9.00am D Shipp, S Speak, N Greene-Kelson 
11.15am C O’Donnell 
12.15pm C O’Donnell, M Burleigh 
����	
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PUBLIC HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL 
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9.00am J Spencer, M Passlow 
11.15am K McNaughton 
12.15pm L Vince, �������������  
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9.00am P Keane	��
���������������  
11.15am J Drake 
12.15pm K Stow, L Campbell, A 
Horsfall 
 
As there are still a number of vacancies 
on the roster we have held off sending it 
out for one more week.  If you can assist 
for even one shift per term, please contact 
us.   
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On Friday 27th February we had Jordan 
Walters, Max Hannah, Asha Greene-
Kelson and Sarah Schietroma represent 
King’s College in the interschool tennis 
competition.  Jordan and Max both won 
one game each.  Sarah and Asha also 
performed well on the day and we were 
very proud to have them represent our 
school.  Thank you to Mr. Davey for the 
organization and time he put into running 
our school competition.  
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On the 4th of March all students in years 
7, 8 and 9 from King’s College and some 
students from Hawkesdale went to Brauer 
College to a seminar on “Safety in 
Cyberspace”. 
 
The man who was in charge was Brett 
Lee. He was a police officer who spent 
nearly all day on the computer pretending 
to be a child, either a boy or a girl, trying 
to find Internet predators on programs 
like MySpace, Facebook, Bebo and 
chatrooms. 
 
Safety in cyberspace is easy if you know 
what to do.  You never give your personal 
information to anyone, even if they seem 
really nice.  You also never put pictures 
that you don’t want the whole world to 
see on the internet. 
 
We all learned so much from the seminar.  
For example, even though you use a 
nickname, you can still be tracked.  Once 
you put a picture on the internet you can’t 
take it back and you never know who is 
out there and what their intentions are.  
You could think you are talking to a 
thirteen year old girl, when it could be a 
thirty year old man! 
 
The internet may be dangerous but if we 
use the information we’ve learned it can 
be a safe and fun place. 
 

Ruth Sheely   Year 8 
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Last Friday (27th Feb) the WDSSA 
swimming sports were held at Aquazone 
in Warrnambool.  The competition was 
held in very good spirits with a number of 
excellent individual and team results 
achieved by our swimmers.   

Brittney Berger performed exceptionally 
well to take out the Junior Girls Age 
Champion medallion.  Other notable 
performances were from Chloe Jones, 3rd 
in the Intermediate Girls division and 
Adam Barnes, 3rd in the Intermediate 
Boys division.  Well done to all who 
competed. 

An exciting opportunity now exists for a 
group of our swimmers to compete in this 
year’s Christian Schools Swimming 
Carnival to be held on Thursday the 26th 
of March at the Melbourne Sports and 
Aquatic Centre.  We wish this squad all 
the best as they prepare and compete in 
this competition. 
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The Education Tax Refund – 

Get 50% back 

Under the new Education Tax Refund, parents and others who are eligible can now claim 50% of 
their eligible education expenses up to $750 for primary students and $1500 for secondary 
students. 

This means you could receive a refund each year of up to $375 for each primary and $750 for 
each secondary school student in your care.  

Are you eligible? 
To be eligible you must have received Family Tax Benefit Part A for each child whose education 
expenses you wish to claim. You can also claim the Education Tax Refund if you were stopped 
from receiving Family Tax Benefit Part A because your child received any of the following: 

·  Youth Allowance (student) aged 18 
·  Disability Support Pension 
·  ABSTUDY 
·  the Veterans’ Children Education Scheme 
·  the Student Financial Supplement Scheme 
·  a scheme under s258 of the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004  
·  an Australian Postgraduate Award. 

Independent students are also eligible to claim. 

What can you claim? 
You can claim the purchase, lease, hire or hire-purchase costs, repairs and running costs of:   
·  laptops, home computers and associated costs — for example, internet and paper 
·  educational software, printers, USB flash drives, disability aids to assist in the use of computer 

equipment for students with special needs 
·  stationery and art supplies 
·  school textbooks and associated learning materials 
·  trade tools and safety equipment for secondary school trade courses.  
 

 Some of the expenses you cannot claim include school fees or the cost of school uniforms, 
school excursions or travel to and from school, musical instruments or sporting equipment, 
clothing or footwear. For a more comprehensive list visit www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au  

 
When can you claim? 
You can claim your education expenses in your 2009 tax return. If you do not have to lodge a tax 
return, you will be able to lodge a separate claim with the Tax Office from 1 July 2009.  
 

 Remember, you need to keep all receipts for expenses you claim.  
 

If your education expenses in one year are more than the claim limit for your children, you can 
add the excess to your education expenses for the following year. 
 

 For more information: 
·  visit www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au  
·  phone the Tax Office on 13 28 61. 


